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AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 



7. — Three or four hundred branch libra- 
ries have been established in Y. M. C. A. 
and Knights of Columbus buildings, the 
Y. W. C. A. hostess houses and the base 
hospital reading rooms. 

8. — Many deposit stations have been 
opened in company barracks and mess halls. 

9. — Hundreds of small military and na- 
val camps, posts and vessels have been sup- 
plied with books through chaplains, Y. M. 
C. A. secretaries, and other agencies. 

10. — Tons of magazines have been sorted 
and distributed to soldiers. 

11. — Automobile trucks have been pur- 
chased for the service in all the main 
camps and daily deliveries- of newspapers, 
magazines and books are made to branches 
and deposit stations. 

12. — A dispatch office has been opened at 
one of the ports of embarkation, from 
which books are being shipped to France, 
and supplied to men for use while on board 
the transports. 

13. — Thousands of special requests for 
books — mostly technical — have been filled 
by purchase and inter-library loan. 

14. — An organization has now been per- 
fected at headquarters to insure prompt 



and adequate attention to needs as they 
arise. 

15. — All of these things have been done 
with the minimum possible expenditures 
for administration, and the minimum pos- 
sible formality in the actual service of the 
books. 

Since this statement was printed the 
number of men in the camps has increased 
to nearly one hundred; several women 
have also been permitted by camp com- 
manders to work in the camp libraries; a 
dispatch office has been opened at another 
port of embarkation (Newport News, in ad- 
dition to Hoboken); the number of pur- 
chased books has trebled; many new points 
of service have been established; and a na- 
tional campaign is now in progress for the 
collection of two million gift books. 

It is unnecessary here to rehearse the 
work of the Library "War Service in detail 
as the facts are furnished in the War Li- 
brary Bulletin, which is distributed to over 
6,000 libraries of the United States and 
Canada. Any library not receiving copies 
may obtain them by writing the A. L. A. 
War Service, Library of Congress, Wash- 
ington. 



MID-WINTER MEETINGS OMITTED 



The usual mid-winter library meetings, 
which have been held for the past ten 
years in Chicago, were omitted this year on 
account of the war. The Executive Board 
met at Washington on January 2, and the 
minutes of that meeting are printed in 
this number of the Bulletin. The Publish- 
ing Board, with two members present and 



the other two voting by proxy, also met on 
the same day in Washington, but limited 
the business transacted to the reception of 
the Treasurer's report and the adoption of 
the budget for the year 1918. The Coun- 
cil will hold business sessions at the Sara- 
toga Springs Conference. 



EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Washington, D. C.January 2, 1918 



A meeting of the Executive Board of the 
American Library Association was held on 
Wednesday, January 2, 1918, in the Library 



of Congress, Washington, sessions being 
held morning and afternoon. 
Present: President Montgomery, Sec- 



